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httpComparison of outcomes following endovascular
repair of abdominal aortic aneurysms based on size
thresholdIn April 2012, the Food and Drug Administration
approved a fenestrated endoprosthesis to treat the visceral
aorta. Therefore, the existing Category III CPT codes
that were used for fenestrated endovascular repair of the
visceral aorta (FEVAR) were replaced with Category I
CPT codes in the 2014 manual. One set of codes was
created for treatment of the visceral aorta alone, and
a parallel set was created to report concomitant repair of
the visceral aorta and the infrarenal aorta. Simultaneous
to this, the four Category III CPT codes were deleted.
The new 2014 FEVAR Category I CPT codes are
based on the number of fenestrations in the visceral
segment and on whether or not the aortic device extends
into the common iliac arteries or terminates in the aorta
above the aortic bifurcation. The fenestrations allow for
selective catheterization of the visceral and/or renal arteries
and subsequent placement of an endoprosthesis. The codes
were constructed on the presence of one, two, three, or
“four or more” fenestrations. Unlike the infrarenal aortic
aneurysm endovascular repair (EVAR) and thoracic aortic
aneurysm endovascular repair codes (TEVAR), these eight
codes bundle the introduction of catheters nonselectively
into the aorta, selective arterial catheterization into the
visceral and/or renal arteries that receive a stent graft,
and the radiology supervision and interpretation for the
FEVAR procedure. Similar to EVAR and TEVAR, balloon
angioplasty within the target treatment zone of the endog-
raft, either before or after endograft deployment, is also
included.
CPT codes 34841 through 34844 report deployment
of a fenestrated endoprosthesis that spans from the visceral
aorta through the infrarenal aorta and does not extend into
the common iliac arteries. Alternatively, CPT codes 34845
through 34848 report deployment of a fenestrated endo-
prosthesis that spans from the visceral aorta through the
infrarenal aorta into the common iliac arteries. CPT codes
34845 through 34848 include placement of unilateral orsc Surg 2013;58:1717-8
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the iliac system similar to infrarenal EVAR. Proximal
abdominal aortic stent graft extension prostheses are
never separately reported with FEVAR. If a concomitant
TEVAR is performed, thoracic stent graft prosthesis place-
ment is billed following standard TEVAR coding guide-
lines. Any additional distal stent graft extensions that
terminate in the infrarenal aorta (when codes 34841
through 34844 are performed) or in the common iliac
arteries (when codes 34845 through 34848 are per-
formed) are bundled. However, distal stent graft extension
prostheses that terminate in the internal iliac, external iliac,
or common femoral artery may be billed by codes 34825
and 34826.
Catheterization of the hypogastric artery(s) and/or
arterial families outside the treatment zone of the graft
may be reported separately, as well interventional proce-
dures performed at the time of FEVAR outside the treat-
ment zone (eg, embolization of the hypogastric artery,
stent placement in the distal native artery for dissection,
etc). Lastly, exposure of the access vessels (eg, CPT code
34812), extensive repair of an artery (eg, CPT codes
35226 and 35286), or endarterectomy (eg, CPT code
35371) are not bundled into the new coding proposal.
The new codes include CPT code 34841, which states
“Endovascular repair of visceral aorta (eg, aneurysm,
pseudoaneurysm, dissection, penetrating ulcer, intramural
hematoma, or traumatic disruption) by deployment of
a fenestrated visceral aortic endograft and all associated
radiological supervision and interpretation, including target
zone angioplasty, when performed; including one visceral
artery endoprosthesis (superior mesenteric, celiac or renal
artery).” CPT code 34842 is similar but involves two
visceral artery endoprostheses, CPT code 34843 requires
three visceral artery endoprostheses, and CPT code
34844 involves four or more visceral artery endoprostheses.
The second set of FEVAR codes includes CPT code
34845, which states “Endovascular repair of visceral
aorta and infrarenal abdominal aorta (eg, aneurysm,
pseudoaneurysm, dissection, penetrating ulcer, intramural
hematoma, or traumatic disruption) with a fenestrated
visceral aortic endograft and concomitant unibody or
modular infrarenal aortic endograft and all associated1717
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target zone angioplasty, when performed; including one
visceral artery endoprosthesis (superior mesenteric, celiac
or renal artery).” CPT code 34846 is similar but
involves two visceral artery endoprostheses, CPT code
34847 requires three visceral artery endoprostheses, and
CPT code 34848 involves four or more visceral artery
endoprostheses.The four Category III CPT codes 0078T through
0081T will be simultaneously deleted in 2014.
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